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Alaska Photographer Carl Johnson Wins Prestigious 
Windland Smith Rice International Award 

Wolf Print Photo One of Several To Go On Display at Smithsonian Museum through September


	Anchorage, AK – Anchorage-based Photographer Carl Johnson has won the “Environmental Issues” award in the 2010 Windland Smith Rice International Awards sponsored by Nature’s Best Photography magazine. Johnson’s photo “Wolf Tracks on Ice” is one of 18 award winners that went on display at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History April 16. 
“It’s a huge honor to be a category winner in one of the most visually compelling and prestigious nature photography competitions in the world,” said Johnson.  “As a category winner, I am in company with some world-class photographers.”  He adds that he and his wife are looking forward to attending the awards reception on May 3rd in Washington, D.C. 
Johnson’s photo is one of 18 category winners selected from 20,000 images submitted. Approximately 500 images made it into the semi-final round of judging and about 150 were published in the 2010 Fall/Winter issue of Nature’s Best Photography magazine. Category winners, under a variety of categories from Landscapes to African Wildlife, Birds and Power of Nature, will be on display at the museum through September 2011.
Johnson’s winning photo, taken in 2010, is an image of wolf tracks on the iced-over North Fork of the Koyukuk River in Gates of the Arctic National Park & Preserve. Johnson says his photo serves as a metaphor on how wolves are “treading on thin ice” in the American West, particularly Alaska, due to aggressive predator controlefforts.
In its 15th year, the Windland Smith Rice International Awards is named after Sandra Windland “Wendy” Smith Rice. She passed away in 2005, but was well-known for her photography and conservation advocacy, and for her support of emerging photographers worldwide. Rice won the Animal Antics category of the Nature’s Best awards competition in 1999 and became very involved in the program.
	 In addition to being honored by the 2010 Windland Rice International Awards, Johnson has participated in three artist-in-residence programs with the National Park Service since including one in 2007 in Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve in Alaska and Badlands National Park in South Dakota and Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado in 2009.
	Johnson photographs extensively throughout Alaska, the Southwest, Rockies and northern Plains. He started his photography career while serving in the Navy as a ship’s photographer. He then developed a passion for outdoor and nature photography while working as a canoe guide in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. Johnson currently sells nature fine art prints online and provides workshops and tours. For more about Carl Johnson go to www.carljohnsonphoto.com.
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