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For Immediate Release ~ April 8, 2011
Alaska’s Bear Awareness Month
Working Together to Keep Our Communities Safe & Our Bears Wild

Contacts 
Jeff Selinger, Alaska Department of Fish and Game (907) 260-2905
John Czarnezki, Kenai Peninsula Borough (907) 714-2463


Kenai Peninsula~ Governor Sean Parnell has proclaimed April “Bear Awareness Month” in Alaska. April is when bears typically begin emerging from their dens looking for food for themselves and their young. During Bear Awareness Month and throughout the year, Alaskans need to remember to secure attractants such as garbage, bird seed and pet food so bears aren’t attracted to our homes, neighborhoods, camps or cabins. 

The Kenai Brown Bear Committee (KBBC) works to raise public awareness about how to stay safe in bear country and minimize bear attractants around our homes and in our communities. The KBBC was founded in August 2004 and represents diverse interests such as government agencies and tourism, hunting, fishing and conservation groups. The committee’s main focus is to ensure the public receives consistent bear safety messages, furthering our common goal of helping to keep neighborhoods safe and bears wild. 

Handling attractants responsibly around homes, businesses and recreation areas on the Kenai Peninsula helps reduce conflicts with bears and other wildlife. Here are some key bear awareness reminders: 

· Garbage: Use bear-resistant trash containers, keep garbage inside until trash pick-up, or dispose of waste immediately at a transfer station. Remember, if a bear gets into your trash, you can be fined! 
· Freezers: Keep freezers locked in a secure building or otherwise out of reach of bears. 
· Bird Seed: Don’t feed birds during active bear season (April 1- November 1). Clean up spilled bird seed.
· Livestock and Pets: Install electric fences to keep bears out of animal pens, corrals, chicken coops, rabbit hutches, beehives and orchards. Store pet and livestock food out of reach of bears.
· Fish Carcasses, Gear and Fishing: If you clean your fish at home, keep all fish waste in a freezer out of reach of bears until garbage pick-up. Store fishy nets, tackle and line indoors, in a garage or shed, or otherwise out of reach of bears. For information on fishing safety in bear country, visit the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website (www.alaskabears.alaska.gov). 

The KBBC and our community partners have made significant progress in recent years aimed at keeping people safe and bears wild, including the following accomplishments: 

· The communities of Kenai, Homer, Seward, Cooper Landing, Moose Pass, Hope and Soldotna have become “Wildlife Conservation Communities” through a program supported by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and its partners. These communities promote the use of bear-resistant garbage containers, enact ordinances requiring responsible garbage storage, and work to conserve wildlife and wildlife habitat as responsible stewards of our natural resources.
· Ordinances requiring residents to keep garbage out of reach of bears have been instituted in the communities of Seward, Homer and Kenai. 
· The Kenai Peninsula Borough has funded bear resistant commercial containers at six unmanned waste transfer sites around the Kenai Penninsula. Thanks to the borough and WCCP program, reports of bears at the transfer sites have been reduced significantly.  
· Alaska State Parks and the National Park Service are steadily replacing existing trash bins for new bear- resistant containers. 
· The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has a cost-sharing program for permanent electric fencing. The project seeks to reduce potential interactions between people and bears at sites of human-induced bear attractants. The wire is nine-strand, high visibility wire and the NRCS can cost share between $1,500 and $4,000 with land owners. For more information, contact the NRCS Kenai Field Office at 907-283-8732.
· The Junior Wildlife Ranger program continues to educate youth in our local schools and at events about bear safety and how to minimize bear attractants around homes. Last year, the program reached 783 students on the Kenai Peninsula. The program is offered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and other KBBC members. This program will continue again this spring. For information, contact Michelle Ostrowski, education specialist with the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, at 907-260-7021.
· KBBC informational flyers and additional community bear safety materials are available for distribution to groups and businesses to share with their patrons. Additional information is available through www.pitchengine.com. Contact Elizabeth Manning at 907-267-2168
· KBBC will have a public information booth set up at the Kenai Home Show (April 30-May 1) and also at the Kenai River festival (June 10-12). 

For more information about the Kenai Brown Bear Committee and to find additional information about what residents can do to promote responsible stewardship of Alaska’s bears, please visit our website: 

Kenai Brown Bear Committee
www.alaskabears.alaska.gov

For more information about the WCCP program, please contact Jeff Selinger, Larry Lewis or Kurt Strausbaugh at the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 907-262-9368.
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