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February 25, 2011
	Contact:	Tricia Matyas, Girl Scouts of Alaska, (907) 273-0302
			Kathy Day, KD/PR Virtual, (907) 868-4884 or 229-2470 cell

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE COOKIES ARE HERE!!
GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALES BEGIN THIS WEEKEND IN ALASKA

New Apps Make It Even Easier To Find Cookies

ANCHORAGE – Girl Scout Cookies® have arrived in Alaska, and now it’s easier than ever to find out where to buy them. The new, free Cookie Locator App for iPhone® and Android™ allows you to search for cookie sales in your neighborhood, either by GPS, zip code or city. The App also allows you to map your way to a cookie booth and share the results with friends and/or add the sales to your calendar automatically. Cookie Locator also allows you to discover your Cookie Personality and to share it on Facebook, Twitter or email. The free Cookie Locator App can be downloaded in the ITunes Store or Android Marketplace or by calling **GSCOOKIES from your mobile phone. Even without an iPhone or Android, Cookie Locator works with Web-enabled smart phones. Go to http://mobile.littlebrownie.com or call **GSCOOKIES from your mobile phone. For more information, visit the Little Brownie website.
The $700 million Girl Scout Cookie Program is the largest girl-led business in the country, generating immeasurable benefits for girls, their councils and communities nationwide. This year, 3,185 Girl Scouts in Alaska will learn to set goals, make decisions, develop people skills, manage money and learn business ethics while they’re selling cookies. No university has produced as many female business owners as the Girl Scout Cookie Program.
	“When you buy a box of cookies, you’re not only supporting Girl Scout programs like camp, troop travel or projects, you’re also helping Alaska girls to learn important business and leadership skills that they’ll use throughout their lives,” said Girl Scouts of Alaska Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Marge Larson. 
	This year, Girl Scouts of Alaska has set an impressive goal to sell more than 577,206 boxes of cookies at $4 per box, a 3 percent increase over 2010. Girls pre-sold nearly 476,736 boxes, and they’ll begin selling another 100,470 boxes in public places like grocery stores and malls beginning Friday, Feb. 25. Store sales, at many Carr’s and Fred Meyer grocery store locations, New Sagaya Midtown and Northway and Sear’s Mall to name a few, will continue through March 27. Of every box sold $3.01 stays right here in Alaska and is used in our mission to build girls of courage, confidence, and character, who make the world a better place.
	Alaskans who want to support Girl Scouts, but who don’t want to eat cookies can donate their purchase to the “Gift of Caring” Program. Those cookies will be donated to local charities such as Bean’s Café or Food Bank of Alaska, or will be sent to military troops overseas. In 2010, 4,824 boxes of cookies were donated to community groups across the country through this program.
Cookies available this year include Thin Mints, Samoas®, Trefoils, Tagalongs®, Do-Si-Dos®, Lemon Chalet Cremes™, Dulce de Leche and Thank U Berry Munch™. 
According to Girl Scouts of USA, 58 percent of the women in the U.S. Congress are former Girl Scouts and 82 percent of high-achieving Girl Scout alumnae believe that Girl Scouting influenced their success.
Girl Scouts of Alaska serves 6,160 girls from Bethel to Ketchikan. Everything Girl Scouts do is based on three keys to leadership: Discover, Connect and Take Action. Girl Scouts is committed to developing girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a better place.  Learn more at www.girlscoutsalaska.org.
# # #

Media Note:  Complete information including photos and A TV Public Service Announcement, links and other information on Girl Scouts of Alaska cookies sales is available at http://pitch.pe/128152
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