

January 14, 2011
	Contact:	Terry Gryting, Girl Scouts of Alaska, (907) 250-3912
			Kathy Day, KD/PR Virtual, (907) 868-4884 or 229-2470 cell

M E D I A / P H O T O    A D V I S O R Y


WHO:	Girl Scouts of Alaska’s four Girl Scout robotics teams:  Decibots, Medibotz, Robotchicks and Mat-Su Medicals

WHAT:	Will compete in the Anchorage Robot Rendezvous Statewide Championships

WHEN:	Saturday, Jan. 15
	12:30 to 4:30 p.m.

WHERE:	Dimond High School Auditorium


For the fourth year, Girl Scout teams (three from Anchorage and one from the Mat-Su Valley) will compete against other 4th – 9th grade students in the FIRST® LEGO® League (FLL) Challenge robotics competition. Each team builds its own robot using LEGO MINDSTORMS® TECHNOLOGY and programs it to score as many points as possible in a 2.5-minute match. Teams also choose a problem that today’s scientists and engineers are trying to solve, and develop an innovative solution for it.

Nationwide, about 30 percent of the kids involved in FLL are female, but the Girl Scouts participation has raised that level at the Anchorage Robot Rendezvous closer to 45 percent. Last year, 98 percent of the Girl Scouts who participated in FLL said the experience had increased their interest in robotics, science, technology, engineering or math.

While the event lasts all day, the match portion of the competition is the most visual and interesting, and it’s free and open to the public. Matches are played on a course designed around the official theme (this year the theme is Body Forward: Engineering Meets Medicine, and explores the cutting-edge world of biomedical engineering) and built on a sheet of plywood.

Thanks to funding from Motorola Foundation, girls participating on a FLL Girl Scout team only had to pay $45 to participate. 

Opening ceremonies will begin at 12:30 p.m., matches start at 12:45, a demonstration event is at 3 p.m. and awards ceremony is scheduled for 4 p.m. For more details, visit http://fllalaska.com/flltournaments

# # #


image1.jpeg
girl scouts
of alaska




