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February 4, 2011
	Contact:	Terry Gryting, Girl Scouts of Alaska, 273-0318 or 250-3912 cell
			Kathy Day, KD/PR Virtual, 868-4884 or 229-2470 cell
			Jennifer Howell-Gallant, Girl Scouts of Alaska, 441-5496 cell

M E D I A        A D V I S O R Y

WHO:		Girl Scouts of Alaska

WHAT:		Women of Science & Technology Day

WHEN:		Saturday, February 5
			Workshops:  10 a.m. to noon (Grades K-3)
			Luncheon: 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. at Cuddy Center
			Workshops: 1 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. (Grades 4-8)

WHERE:	University of Alaska Anchorage Campus

Strides have been made, but men still outnumber women (73 percent vs 27 percent) in overall employment in science and engineering. Lack of encouragement in science, technology, engineering or math (STEM) subjects in school, salary differences and bias in hiring and advancement and life/work balance are some of the challenges women face in these fields. 

One of the answers?  More positive female role models in STEM careers. That’s what the Girl Scouts of Alaska Women of Science & Technology Day is all about. More than 100 Alaskan women like Civil Engineer Stephanie Mormilo, UAA Physics Professor Dr. Katherine Rawlins and BP Geologist Jenny Cronlund are volunteering their time on Saturday to talk to girls about what they do for a living. They’ll also open young eyes to some of the career possibilities with workshops on everything from “Red Worm Wigglers” and “Asphalt Cookies” to “Girls Can Fly” and “Cosmic Survey.”

Other Women of Science & Technology Day events are planned for Kodiak, Bethel, Soldotna, Juneau, Dillingham and the Mat-Su Valley. Girl Scouts of Alaska serves 6,000 girls from Bethel to Ketchikan. Everything Girl Scouts do is based on three keys to leadership: Discover, Connect and Take Action. Girl Scouts is committed to developing girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a better place.  Learn more at www.girlscoutsalaska.org.

Interview opportunities with workshop presenters, Girl Scout organizers, Keynote Speaker Marine Biologist Dr. Ginny Eckert and Girl Scouts attending the event will be available throughout the day.
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