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For Immediate Release
Great American Circus Comes To Alaska October 2-21


ANCHORAGE – Prepare to be wowed Alaska. The biggest circus ever to come to the state will perform, October 2-21, 2010 and tickets are now on sale. 
Special performances include Michael Kiss, with a moving musical tribute to an American legend -- Michael Jackson and The Valanti troupe, showcasing synchronized acrobatic skill on a 30-foot human-powered “Wheel of Death” and demonstrating their strength, courage and perfect timing on “The Flying Trapeze.” A total of 32 shows are scheduled across nine Alaskan cities in October including Fairbanks, Wasilla, Soldotna, Juneau, Sitka, Ketchikan, Anchorage, Kodiak and Nome. 

The Great American Circus also showcases some of the world’s best daredevils and aerial, dance and acrobatic artists, featuring nearly 20 different acts including the Rolla Bolla, Flying Silks, the Chinese Pole, Teeter Board, comedy and much more. Each show features over two hours of breath-taking, high-energy entertainment for adults and children. 


“This is a huge, modern day circus, with everything from the best clowns in the business to trapeze artists,” said Cornell “Tuffy” Nicholas, co-owner and producer of the Great American Circus. “I expect Alaskans will especially enjoy the daring Crossbow Master’s -- a husband and wife team that shoot an apple sitting on the top of each other’s head with a 125-pound crossbow.”
-more-

The Great American Circus is produced in Alaska by Nicholas Harris Entertainment, based out of Maui, Hawaii, the same corporation that operates Cirque Polynesia and brought the very successful International All Star Circus to Alaska in 2008. Ringmaster “Tuffy” Nicholas was born on the Sarasota stop of the Ringling Brothers Traveling Circus and his father, “Count Nicholas” was a ringmaster with Ringling Brothers for 27 years and his mother, Alice, was a bear trainer.
Don’t expect elephants or lion trainers. The modern circus is all about people performing for people. Modern circus started in London in 1768 and became one of the main forms of entertainment through much of the world in the 19th century. Even as recent as the early 1990s, circuses like this one were hugely popular in countries of the former Soviet bloc with 70 permanent and 50 traveling circuses performing more than 100 different acts at one point.

Performers in the Great American Circus include internationally acclaimed professionals from all over the US and around the world. Acts in the Alaska shows include Wheel of Death, Classic Flying Trapeze, Olex the Clown, Crossbow Masters, Lyra in the Sky, Flying Silks, Wild West Gauchos, Balancing Rolla Bolla, Strong Man, Twirling Cube, Masterful Magic, Hand-to-Hand Balance Dance, Hundreds of Hoops Pole Performance, Towering Chair Balance and a Michael Jackson Tribute. (Note: Because of travel and venue limitations, the Wheel of Death and Flying Trapeze will not be included in shows in Ketchikan, Sitka, Kodiak, Nome or Juneau).
Families will find plenty of activities pre-show and during intermission including clown face painting, a Kid’s Midway featuring bounce houses, a giant slide and obstacle course, toy and souvenir stands, concessions, photos with cartoon characters and circus artists and autographs with the artists. 

Media information about the Great American Circus, including a complete media information kit, video, photos and links are available at http://pitch.pe/84365.
-more-
The Great American Circus will present six shows at Carlson Center in Fairbanks on Oct. 2 and 3; two shows at Curtis Menard Sports Center in Wasilla on Oct. 6; two shows at Soldotna Sports Center in Soldotna on Oct. 8; three shows at Juneau Centennial Hall on Oct. 10; three shows at Sitka Performing Arts Center in Sitka on Oct. 12; three shows at Ketchikan High School Auditorium in Ketchikan on Oct. 14; six shows at Dena’ina Civic & Convention Center in Anchorage Oct. 16 and 17; three shows at Gerald Wilson Auditorium in Kodiak on Oct. 19; and, three shows at Nome Recreation Center in Nome on Oct. 21.

Ticket prices vary depending on general admission, preferred or VIP seating, as well as city. Tickets can be purchased for as low as $11 for children (under 12 years old) and $19 for adults. Save up to $5 for advance purchased seats. Tickets went on sale for all shows, except for Anchorage, on Friday, August 27 and can be purchased online at www.takemetothecircus.com or by calling (808) 667-4540.  Anchorage show tickets will go on sale Wednesday, September 15. Tickets for Fairbanks shows (and Anchorage shows-after Sept. 15) also are available via Ticketmaster.com; Charge-by-Phone at 1-800-478-7328 and Fred Meyer Ticketmaster Outlets.
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