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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MORE THAN 200 VOLUNTEERS AND 120 PARTICIPANTS MAKE

17TH ANNUAL KENAI RIVER CLASSIC A SUCCESS


SOLDOTNA – For the 17th year, residents of the Kenai/Soldotna area teamed up with Kenai River Sportfishing Association (KRSA) to present a successful annual Kenai River Classic. 
Money raised during the event, through sponsorships, participation fees and the banquet and auction will go toward habitat restoration, angler access, education, fisheries management and research projects along the Kenai River, and other Southcentral Alaska watersheds.  
The 2010 Kenai River Classic also provided a welcome boost to the local economy with more than $250,000 being spent on local lodging, food, guides, logistics, supplies and transportation. More than 200 dedicated volunteers and local businesses donated their time and energy, as well as services and auction items, to make the event a success. 

“The Kenai River Classic remains an important vehicle for business, community and political leaders from across the state and nation to get up to speed on why conservation of the Kenai River and an understanding of sportfishing issues are so important,” said KRSA board chair Eldon Mulder. 

-more-

Classic participants had the opportunity to attend a roundtable discussion on fishery and management issues with representatives of the Alaska Department of Fish & Game and Alaska State Parks. They also fished for king salmon for two days on the Kenai River, gathered at a kick-off salmon bake Thursday night, and attended the Classic Banquet and Auction on Friday night. A final awards ceremony and BBQ was held riverside on Saturday.
Several recognition awards were handed out at the Classic Banquet: AT&T Alaska was awarded the Kenai River Corporate Benefactor Award for long-term involvement as a sponsor of the Kenai River Classic and other KRSA events. Sen. Charlie Huggins was recognized with the Alaska Legislative Sportfishing Advocate of the Year award for his tireless efforts on sportfishing issues in the Legislature. The Kenai River Professional Guide Association (KRPGA) received the Professional Sportsman of the Year Award for their work to develop the required Guide Academy and other efforts to professionalize guiding on the river. KRPGA also was honored for its community events including Take A Kid Fishing, Take A Vet Fishing and the Wounded Warrior fishing event, now scheduled for mid-August.  

Sen. Linda Menard was named the Classic Champion Angler for accumulating the most points for king salmon caught or released. This award recognizes the angler with the most Classic points for kings that are kept and/or released, with a 20 percent bonus for released fish. Menard also won the Classic Catch & Release Award for releasing the longest fish, while Jason Paret of Central Peninsula Hospital was named King of the Kenai River for catching the largest fish. Guide awards, presented by Yamaha, included a $500 award to Chuck Thomas, a $1,000 award to Scott Blahnik and Jimmie Jack Drath won the Yamaha Luck of the Draw 50 horsepower motor. 

-more-


 KRSA is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit, membership-based educational and conservation organization of sport anglers, conservationists and others whose primary goal is to preserve and improve salmon habitat while promoting responsible sportfishing on the Kenai River. Learn more at www.kenairiversportfishing.com.
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