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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SPRING ALASKA WOMEN’S SHOW CANCELLED

FOLLOWING NEW “EXCLUSIVE USE” MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT


ANCHORAGE – After 17 years as one of Alaska’s most successful trade shows, the spring Alaska Women’s Show is dead. Aurora Productions, Inc., producer of the Alaska Women’s Show, was notified May 27th that the Municipality of Anchorage will not allow the event to be held in Sullivan Arena in April or May, due to a new “exclusive agreement” with the Alaska ACES hockey.


“I hope citizens of Anchorage, and especially the small, women-owned businesses who rely on the Alaska Women’s Show for business success, will join me in expressing outrage at the mismanagement of a public facility,” said Steve Shepherd, president of Aurora Productions Inc. “While the municipal code for use of the Sullivan Arena clearly states that ‘the facility is to be managed to promote the broadest possible community use,’ this Administration apparently believes it’s okay if the Sullivan Arena sits empty and dark for two months, just in case the ACES make the playoffs.”


“We’ve made multiple requests to see the ACES contract, and have held several meetings to try to appeal to the Administration, to no avail,” said Shepherd. “The Alaska ACES agreement apparently was negotiated behind closed doors – without any public input or any notification to users of Sullivan Arena. We were completely blind-sided by this move.” 

-more-


Aurora Productions, Inc. notified its 250+ vendors on May 27th that the Alaska Women’s Show will move to Sept. 24-26, 2010 and will be held annually every September thereafter. The date change means that Aurora had to kill its Winter Recreation & Travel Show, since the only dates the Alaska Women’s Show can get in the arena are the dates that The Winter Recreation & Travel Show had already booked.
Shepherd began producing trade shows at the Sullivan Arena in 1984 and has held the Sportsman Show (27 years), Alaska Women’s Show (17 years), Anchorage Home & Garden Show (15 years) and the Winter Recreation & Travel Show (17 years) in the facility, as well as the Great Alaska Beer & Barley Wine Festival at the Egan Convention Center (15 years). These events have resulted in millions of dollars of economic impact to the Anchorage economy, and many small and large businesses rely on these shows for a significant portion of their sales. Over more than two decades, Aurora Productions has always paid its deposits and bills on time, kept its promises and has been an exemplary customer for municipal facilities.


“Is the Municipality managing its buildings for the greatest public good?” said Shepherd. “I don’t know any other business where you stop dealing with one of your best customers because another customer ‘might’ come through with some business. Maybe I’m crazy, but this is no way to run public facilities.”

Aurora Productions, Inc. has been producing trade shows in Alaska since 1983. In addition to the Alaska Women’s Show, the company organizes the Great Alaska Sportsman Show, the Winter Recreation and Travel Show, the Anchorage Home & Garden Show and the Great Alaska Beer and Barley Wine Festival.
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