[image: website header girl]



May 7, 2010
	Contact:	Olivia Shears, AK Children’s Services, 562-5340, ext.14
			Kathy Day, KD/PR Virtual, 868-4884 or 229-2470 cell

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MAY IS TREATMENT FOSTER PARENT
RECRUITMENT MONTH 


	ANCHORAGE – It takes a village to raise a child, especially when that child has emotional and behavioral problems. During the month of May, Alaska Children’s Services (ACS) is looking to grow the village a little more. In collaboration with the Alaska Department of Health & Social Services, ACS is organizing a variety of educational activities to share what it takes to be a licensed treatment foster parent or respite care provider. They’ll also take time to say thank you to hundreds of people in Anchorage who have already stepped up to provide a safe and stable family environment for Anchorage youth.
	“We want people who might be considering treatment foster parenting to know that our program operates as a team with families, social workers, physicians, teachers and other professionals to help the child in every way,” said Doug White, ACS director of Community Programs. “We are already working with some fantastic families who will confirm that this can be a truly rewarding experience.”
 -more-


	In June, Alaska Children’s Services will hold an Open House, where people who are interested in learning more about what it takes to be a treatment foster parent can ask questions of those who are already doing it. The free Open House will be held at the ACS, Community Programs office at 1709 S. Bragaw Street, on Tuesday, June 29 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
	ACS also has speakers available to come speak to groups. To schedule a speaker, contact Olivia Shears at oshears@akchild.org or call (907) 562-5340.
	A recruitment picnic will be held on Wednesday, May 26 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at Russian Jack Springs Park.
	Public Service Announcements (PSAs), radio appearances and participation in community events are some of the other ways ACS hopes to share the message that there is a critical need for safe, temporary care for Anchorage youth.
	Alaska Children’s Services was originally founded in 1890 as the Jesse Lee Home in Unalaska. Today, ACS serves youth from ages 3 to 19 through a variety of programs including residential treatment, group homes, treatment foster care and home based services. Learn more at www.akchild.org.
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