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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Girl Scout Cookie Sales in Alaska Begin This Weekend:
It’s A Lot More Than “Just A Cookie”

ANCHORAGE – The Thin Mints are here, and those Girl Scout cookies not only taste good, they’re doing a lot of good across the state. This year, more than 3,200 Girl Scouts in Alaska will learn to set goals, make a plan, communicate with customers and manage money while they’re selling cookies. No university has produced as many female business owners as the Girl Scout Cookie Program.

“We want people to understand that when they buy Girl Scout cookies, they are doing a lot more than getting a box of cookies,” said Girl Scouts of Alaska Executive Director Marge Larson. “They’re not only supporting Girl Scout programs like camp, or troop projects like feeding the hungry, they’re also helping Alaska girls learn important skills they’ll use throughout their lifetime. The Cookie Program is an exciting part of our all-girl leadership development program that is part of the Girl Scout experience.”

This year, Girl Scouts of Alaska has set an impressive goal to sell more than 530,000 boxes of cookies at $4 per box, a 20 percent increase over 2009. Girls pre-sold nearly 384,000 boxes, and they’ll begin selling another 220,000 boxes in public places like grocery stores and malls beginning Friday, Feb. 26. Store sales will continue through March 28. Of every box sold $3.04 stays right here in Alaska and is used in our mission to build girls of courage, confidence, and character, who make the world a better place.
-more-
New aspects to the Girl Scout cookie program in Alaska include: 
· Cookie Locator: A new tool allows Alaskans to put in their zip code, and find out where Girl Scout cookies are being sold on any given day in their area. Locations in Alaska include grocery stores, Blockbusters and Northway and Sear’s Mall. Search at http://cookielocator.littlebrownie.com.
· Thank U Berry Crunch Cookie: This year’s new cookie is a crunchy rice cookie with real cranberries and creamy white, fudge chips.
· Gift of Caring: Alaskans who want to support Girl Scouts, but who don’t want to eat cookies can donate their purchase to the “Gift of Caring” Program. Those cookies will be donated to local charities such as Bean’s Café or Food Bank of Alaska, or will be sent to military troops overseas. Last year, more than 75,000 boxes of cookies were given to community groups across the country through this program.
Girl Scouts of Alaska purchases its cookies from Little Brownie Bakers in Louisville, KY. The cookies are barged to Anchorage, sorted by Lynden, then distributed statewide via truck, airplane or bypass mail. One Girl Scout even plans to sell cookies from her dad’s plane in several remote areas of Bristol Bay this year. Cookies for Southeast Alaska are barged from Seattle to Juneau, then Alaska Marine Lines barges them to other cities in the area. Wings of Alaska delivers the cookies by plane from Juneau to Gustavus.
Consumers may have heard that 15 lots of Lemon Chalet Cremes were withdrawn by Little Brownie Bakers, after a handful of consumers reported an off taste and smell from certain packages of cookies. The company determined that the cookies were safe to eat, but were not up to quality standards, so they withdrew and replaced 15 lot codes of cookies. Girl Scouts of Alaska did not receive any of the affected cookies. 
Cookies available this year include Thin Mints, Samoas®, Trefoils, Tagalongs®, Do-Si-Dos®, Lemon Chalet Cremes™, Dulce de Leche and the new Thank U Berry Munch™. 
According to Girl Scouts of USA, 58 percent of the women in the U.S. Congress are former Girl Scouts and 82 percent of high-achieving Girl Scout alumnae believe that Girl Scouting influenced their success.
-more-

Girl Scouts of Alaska serves 6,160 girls from Bethel to Ketchikan. Everything Girl Scouts do is based on three keys to leadership: Discover, Connect and Take Action. Girl Scouts is committed to developing girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a better place.  Learn more at www.girlscoutsalaska.org.
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Media Note:  Complete information including photos, radio and TV Public Service Announcements, links and other information on Girl Scouts of Alaska cookies sales is available at http://pitch.pe/48492
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