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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY




February 9, 2010


Contact:
Andi Malard, Friends of the Library, 336-2634 or 303-588-1601 cell




Kathy Day, KD/PR Virtual, 868-4884 or 229-2470 cell

M E D I A   A D V I S O R Y

WHO:
Friends of the Library

WHAT:
Beyond the Stacks -A Valentine Luncheon for the Library

WHEN:
Thursday, February 11, 2010


11:30 a.m.

WHERE:
Hilton Anchorage Hotel

Library visits in Anchorage are up, but the library budget has been cut by 13 percent over the last two years. Nearly double the number of audio books are being checked out these days compared to a few years ago, yet library staffing and hours are being reduced. 

Anchorage businesses and residents from Anchorage to Seward appear to be hearing this message loud and clear, because donations and support of the 7th Annual Beyond the Stacks luncheon, which raises money for the collections and programs of Anchorage Public Library, are at an all time high. The event organizers, Friends of the Library, say supporters were eager to donate items for 122 auction packages and 48 mystery boxes that will help “fill the gaps” for the library in the coming year.  More than 200 are expected to attend the lunch to bid on live auction items. Eighteen local business owners, Municipal employees and nonprofit volunteers will serve as VIP waiters, collecting tips for the library whenever possible.

Friends of the Library will use the funds raised at Thursday’s event to support programs such as:  Reading Rendezvous, the Summer Reading Program, Live @ the Library and Teen Tech Week.  Money also will be directed to the book and media collections at each of the libraries in the system, from Chugiak-Eagle River to Girdwood, from Mountain View and Muldoon in the east to the Samson-Dimond Branch in the south, and to the Z.J. Loussac Public Library in midtown.
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