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February 8, 2010


Contact:
Toni McPherson, Anchorage Public Library, (907) 343-2981




Kathy Day, KD/PR Virtual, (907) 868-4884 or 229-2470 cell

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
READ FRANKENSTEIN AND JOIN

ANCHORAGE PUBLIC LIBRARY’S COMMUNITY READ

ANCHORAGE – Frankenstein may have been written nearly 200 years ago, but many of the issues it explores are still relevant today. Anchorage Public Library’s fourth annual Anchorage Reads program, which runs through March 15, encourages local residents to read Frankenstein, or the Modern Promethus by Mary Shelley, and join in a variety of events and discussions connected with the book’s themes.

“The purpose of Anchorage Reads is simple - to foster a love of reading,” said Anchorage Public Library Director Karen Keller. “Our lives are filled with so much technology and so many distractions, sometimes we just need a reminder that picking up a book and enjoying it together is still important.”

Frankenstein is available in a variety of formats at your library: Playaway, graphic novel, downloadable audio, numerous film versions, and, of course, books. Book clubs can check out Frankenstein discussion bags which include 10 copies of the book along with background information and topics. 

-more-

There are plenty of opportunities to get involved. The Loussac book club discusses the classic Feb. 11 at 4:15 p.m. in the Ann Stevens Room. If you know your monsters, compete in Alaska Center for the Book’s Monster Jeopardy and win some prizes. Experience the classic 1930s film versions of Frankenstein and The Bride of Frankenstein at the Bear Tooth Theatre Feb. 27 and 28.  

Watch for Frankenstein’s monster at the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Race in downtown Anchorage March 6. As a regular part of Anchorage Read, copies of the selected book and read-alike children’s books are distributed to libraries in checkpoint villages along the Iditarod Trail in support of the Teacher on the Trail program. Watch for Anchorage Reads displays at local book stores and at all Anchorage Public Library branches. Out North Theatre’s Afterlife of the Mind which runs through Feb. 14, explores similar themes. Even the Alaska ACES hockey team is in on the fun. The team helped to produce a video promoting Anchorage Reads and reminding us that reading is important to everyone-even hockey players! (A detailed events calendar is attached.)


Written in 1818, Frankenstein is the story of how Victor Frankenstein’s interest in natural philosophy, electricity, chemistry and mathematics becomes an obsession. He eventually creates a monster from assembled body parts taken from graveyards, slaughterhouses and dissecting rooms. But, as soon as the creature opens his eyes, Victor realizes he has created a monster that destroys and murders all that Frankenstein loves.


Anchorage Reads is made possible with support from Target, Friends of the Library and Anchorage Public Library. Learn more at www.anchoragepubliclibrary.org. To keep up to date on Anchorage Reads events and activities, join us on Twitter (Anchlibrary), Flickr or become a Fan of Anchorage Public Library on Facebook.
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