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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nonprofit organizations to Receive “Pick. Click. Give.” Dollars This Week

Alaskans Pledge More Than $500,000 of their PFD 

ANCHORAGE – The check is in the mail. Literally. In the next few days, hundreds of Alaska nonprofits will receive a welcome windfall in the form of a check from Pick. Click. Give. The cash arrives thanks to thousands of voluntary donations pledged through our state’s Permanent Fund Dividend online application. 

For many organizations, the support could not arrive at a better time. Because of the economic downturn, donations to many nonprofits have declined at the very time when demand for their services is up. Many Alaska families are struggling to make ends meet and are reaching out to nonprofits and charitable organizations for assistance. 

Lutheran Social Services will use their funds to help families with emergency expenses such as temporary housing and bus passes. CASAs for Children will train more volunteers to advocate on behalf of abused and neglected children. American Red Cross says the donations are coming at just the right time to help with emergency response in their busiest time of year. Tundra Women’s Coalition will use their funds to furnish a new building that is just ready to open, to house the increasing number of women escaping domestic violence.

Over 5,500 individuals pledged 7,500 donations totaling approximately $550,000 through Pick. Click. Give.[1] The amount each organization will receive ranges between $25 and over $28,000. A full list of organizations and the amount each will receive in this payment is attached to this release. A list sorted by organization name can be found at www.PickClickGive.org 

These funds are unrestricted financial contributions. They can be used to support vital programming provided by Alaska’s nonprofit social and human services frontline providers, arts and educational organizations, campuses of the University of Alaska, and community foundations across the state. 

The importance of private donors

As part of its work to help Alaska nonprofits become sustainable, The Foraker Group stresses the need for organizations to build their base of individual donors.  Pick. Click. Give. is one way organizations can connect with new donors -- the ones who will help them begin the long-term relationships that lead to a greater supply of unrestricted dollars, and ultimately, better chances of sustainability.

Looking ahead

The checks now arriving in the mail are the results of Pick. Click. Give.’s first year in operation. Alaskans will file for the 2010 dividend beginning January 1, and will again have the opportunity to support the nonprofit organization(s) of their choosing with voluntary deductions from $25 up to the entire amount of their dividend when they file online. A full list of organizations that will appear in the 2010 cycle is available at http://www.pickclickgive.org/pfd/.

About the program

The PFD Charitable Contributions Program, also known as Pick. Click. Give., was established by the Alaska State Legislature in 2008 and provides an unprecedented opportunity to raise awareness of the power of individual giving. The program is authorized for three years and is made possible thanks to collaboration among the Alaska Giving Coalition, The Foraker Group, United Way of Anchorage, and the State of Alaska Department of Revenue PFD Division. Rasmuson Foundation provided a grant to pay for the first three years of administrative expenses so every dollar donated goes directly to the designated organizations. Pick. Click. Give. outreach is supported by the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, BP Alaska, Mat-Su Health Foundation, and ConocoPhillips. 

Information on the PFD Charitable Contributions Program can be found at www.PickClickGive.org. Alaskans can join the campaign in social networks including MySpace, Facebook and Twitter, and learn more on the blog www.PickClickGive.org/blog. 

# # #

[1] The payout to Pick. Click. Give. organizations this week does not yet account for donations made by individuals who submitted applications still under review at the PFD Division and all pledges are subject to garnishments and withdrawals.
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