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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

POLL SHOWS BRISTOL BAY RESIDENTS 
OVERWHELMINGLY REJECT PEBBLE MINE


	ANCHORAGE – Northern Dynasty, the company proposing to build the Pebble Mine in Bristol Bay, is telling its shareholders that most local residents are behind the mine. But a poll conducted last week shows that is not the truth. The survey found that 82.4 percent of those surveyed in the Bristol Bay and Lake Peninsula Boroughs oppose the Pebble Mine. Opposition is even higher in the Bristol Bay Borough at 89.2 percent and higher still in the villages directly impacted by the mine at 90.1 percent opposed.
	The Hellenthal & Associates true random digit survey has a 95 percent confidence level, with a margin of error of plus or minus 4.85 percent. Three groups worked together to pay for the survey – Renewable Resources Coalition, Nunamta Aulukestai and Alaska Wild Salmon Protection, Inc. A total of 407 adults were surveyed via telephone between October 14 and 17, 2009.
	“Anglo American promised not to proceed with the mine if it did not have local support,” said Anders Gustafson, executive director of the Renewable Resources Coalition. “The promoters of the mine are telling investors that locals support it, but this survey proves otherwise.”
-more-


	The survey not only showed that Alaskans are overwhelmingly opposed to the Pebble Mine, it also determined that nearly three out of four Bristol Bay and Lake Peninsula Borough adults do not trust the state’s large mine permitting process to protect salmon. Nearly 70 percent also said they consider Pebble Mine to be a very serious threat to Bristol Bay salmon fishing.
	Results of another survey, conducted by Craciun Research Group for Nunamta Aulukestai last month, showed that 79 percent of Bristol Bay shareholders opposed the Pebble Mine. 
Renewable Resources Coalition (RRC) is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting and preserving the vitality of Alaska’s hunting and fishing resources and the lands and waters they need to survive. Learn more about RRC at www.renewableresourcescoalition.org.
Nunamta Aulukestai, which means Caretakers of the Land in Yupik, is made up of eight village corporations that have come together to carefully manage the future of Bristol Bay. Visit the web site at www.nunamta.org.
Alaska Wild Salmon Protection, Inc. is a group committed to protecting the largest salmon fishery left on earth – Bristol Bay. 
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